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THINKING FILM

thinking PRIMARY LITERACY

EXTENDING LITERACY SKILLS THROUGH FILM





OLIVER! CAROL REED, 1968
 On the road to London
Literacy Focus: Stories with historical settings 
Years 3 – 6










Literacy Plan: Stories with historical settings

Thinking Film Primary 








3 weeks

CLIP CONTEXT
Orphan Oliver has escaped a miserable life as a servant in an undertakers and is on his way to London by foot.

On-going: The Thinking Film Working Wall: We recommend that space is provided for a ‘Thinking Film’ Working Wall / display where children can add words, images and thoughts. This will help visual learners to consolidate the Literacy themes covered in this unit.

WEEK BY WEEK OUTLINE
Prior Learning: Identify features of a story set in the past.

Week 1: Attention to detail:  identifying how characters and settings are constructed from small details.
Week 2: Sequencing history: explore chronology in visual texts.
Week 3: Victorian set design: complete a set design for the scene when Oliver first encounters the streets of London.
NB: The ‘MUST, SHOULD, COULD’ CATEGORIES REFER TO THE DIFFICULTY OF THE ACTIVITY (e.g. MUST = easy; SHOULD = medium; COULD = hard)

	Objectives
	Whole class activities
	Differentiated independent or group activities
	Plenary / focused questions
	Success Criteria

Children can:

	Week 1

ATTENTION TO DETAIL

Focus: identifying how characters and settings are constructed from small details

	Watch the clip. Give groups pieces of large paper and pens to write notes. Ask the children to note down any details about character and setting that give them clues about the historical era in which the story is set.

Key questions: 

At the start of the clip, the camera moves slowly around the room until it settles on Oliver who is singing a sad song. Why does the camera move in this way? 

What do you notice about the clothes that Oliver is wearing? How do they compare to clothes that children would wear today?

Think about the Film High Five (appendix 3). What are we shown or not shown in this clip?

Why show the sign saying ‘London 42 miles’?

What types of transport can be seen?

Focus on the song that Oliver sings. Does this help us understand when and where the story is set? Explain your answer.

Explain that children will work in groups to create a character profile of Oliver. This will include notes about his appearance and personality. Ultimately, they will write a paragraph which outlines how he is depicted in the clip, using adjectives, powerful verbs and adverbs.

	MUST: Write notes about the Oliver! clip, focusing on setting and character. Start working on a character description of Oliver, using the notes made in response to the key questions. Draw pictures and work together to come up with a description of Oliver in the clip, using powerful verbs  and adjectives (e.g. ‘he stumbled along the muddy road’)

SHOULD:  Write notes about the Oliver! clip, focusing on setting and character. Work on a character description of Oliver, using the notes made in response to the key questions. Draw pictures and work together to come up with a description of Oliver in the clip, using powerful verbs, adjectives and connectives (e.g. ‘he stumbled along the muddy road until he heard the rumble of a horse and cart approaching’)

COULD:  Write notes about the Oliver! clip, focusing on setting and character. Work on a character description of Oliver, using the notes made in response to the key questions. Draw pictures and work together to come up with a description of Oliver in the clip, using powerful verbs, adjectives, adverbs and connectives (e.g. ‘he stumbled along the muddy road miserably until he heard the rumble of a horse and cart approaching’)


	Share the character descriptions.

Invite children to play Oliver in a hot-seat scenario.


	Identify features of a story set in the past.

Make notes to support hypothesis.

Identify & use powerful verbs when describing settings or characters.

‘MUST’ group to use adverbs.

Identify evidence from the text to describe characters.

Write a character sketch from notes.


	Objectives
	Whole class activities
	Differentiated independent or group activities
	Plenary / focused questions
	Success Criteria

Children can:

	Week 2

SEQUENCING HISTORY

Focus:  explore chronology in visual texts.


	Watch the clip again. Pause it every time there is a scene change that shows the passing of time. Using the Film High Five (appendix 3), discuss how films show chronology of events. 

Explain that the children will be writing a piece of descriptive writing about what happens in the clip. They will be using connectives to show the passage of time. 


	MUST: Choose 3 screen-grabs that show that time has passed in the clip. Use them to illustrate a piece of writing that describes the action in the clip. Children must use these connectives: ‘the next morning’; ‘later that day’ and ‘meanwhile’.

SHOULD:  Choose 4 screen-grabs that show that time has passed in the clip. Use them to illustrate a piece of writing that describes the action in the clip. Children must use these connectives: ‘after the rain’,  ‘the next morning’; ‘later that day’ and ‘meanwhile’.

COULD:  Choose 5 screen-grabs that show that time has passed in the clip. Use them to illustrate a piece of writing that describes the action in the clip. Children must use these connectives: ‘after the rain’; ‘the next morning’; ‘consequently’; ‘later that day’ and ‘meanwhile’.

	Choose children to read their clip descriptions out. Whenever a child hears a ‘time’ connective, children stand up and sit down quietly.


	Use connectives to show passage of time in a narrative.

Understand the structure of a story: introduction, build up, problem or dilemma, resolution and ending.

Write a paragraph beginning with a time connective


	Objectives
	Whole class activities
	Differentiated independent or group activities
	Plenary / focused questions
	Success Criteria

Children can:

	Week 3

VICTORIAN SET DESIGN 

Focus: complete a set design for the scene when Oliver first encounters the streets of London
	Watch the clip again. Discuss what might happen in the next five shots. 

Mind-map ideas as a group.

Explain that children will be creating their own storyboards (using the Storyboard frame, Appendix 4) and then designing the set for the Victorian London street scene that Oliver discovers.

The storyboards and set designs should give the viewer a sense of what it was like to live in London in Victorian times.


	MUST: Create a mind-map to get ideas down of the next 5 shots, showing Oliver arriving into a busy Victorian market scene.

Storyboard five shots.

Create a design of the set.

SHOULD:  Create a mind-map to get ideas down of the next 5 shots, showing Oliver arriving into a busy Victorian market scene.

Storyboard five shots, showing in particular how camera angles are used to show the Victorian street scene.

Create a design of the set.

COULD:   Create a mind-map to get ideas down of the next 5 shots, showing Oliver arriving into a busy Victorian market scene.

Storyboard five shots, showing in particular how camera angles and light and colour are used to show the Victorian street scene.

Create a design of the set, showing details of transport, props and costume.

	Present set designs to another year group (or in assembly), explaining the learning processes they went through (e.g. visual/kinetic: starting with clip analysis; writing using time connectives; mind mapping and set design.)
	Demonstrate understanding of the importance of using detail to describe historical setting through set design for a story set in Victorian times.
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